
 

Paragraph 42 of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation  

What is Paragraph 42?  

The principles and implementation of Agenda 21 were reaffirmed at the World 
Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) held in Johannesburg, South Africa, in 
September 2002. The specific actions to be taken for the preservation and 
sustainable development of mountain regions are laid out in paragraph 42 of section 
IV of this document.  

Paragraph 42  

Section IV: Protecting and managing the natural resource base of economic and 
social development  

42. Mountain ecosystems support particular livelihoods and include significant 
watershed resources, biological diversity and unique flora and fauna. Many are 
particularly fragile and vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change and need 
specific protection. Actions at all levels are required to:  

(a) Develop and promote programmes, policies and approaches that integrate 
environmental, economic and social components of sustainable mountain 
development and strengthen international cooperation for its positive impacts 
on poverty eradication programmes, especially in developing countries;  

(b) Implement programmes to address, where appropriate, deforestation, 
erosion, land degradation, loss of biodiversity, disruption of water flows and 
retreat of glaciers;  

(c) Develop and implement, where appropriate, gender-sensitive policies and 
programmes, including public and private investments that help eliminate 
inequities facing mountain communities; 



(d) Implement programmes to promote diversification and traditional mountain 
economies, sustainable livelihoods and small-scale production systems, 
including specific training programmes and better access to national and 
international markets, communications and transport planning, taking into 
account the particular sensitivity of mountains;  

(e) Promote full participation and involvement of mountain communities in 
decisions that affect them and integrate indigenous knowledge, heritage and 
values in all development initiatives;  

(f) Mobilize national and international support for applied research and 
capacity-building, provide financial and technical assistance for the effective 
implementation of the sustainable development of mountain ecosystems in 
developing countries and countries with economies in transition, and address 
the poverty among people living in mountains through concrete plans, 
projects and programmes, with sufficient support from all stakeholders, taking 
into account the spirit of the International Year of Mountains, 2002.  

Source: Division for Sustainable Development, UN Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs  
 
 

 


